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BRIGHTER PROSPECTS FOR HEBREW LITERATURE IN 
ENGLAND. 


SMALL and dwarf-like as our journal appears in the presence of 
the broad sheets and gigantic volumes which the periodical press 
of this country showers forth every week, our task is a more 
difficult one than a mere cursory reader would imagine. Our 
Chroncle being a Jewish one, we have no claim whatever on the 
encouragement of our Christian brethren. 
powerful organs in politics daily and weekly, their talented 
magazines stored with the beauties and novelties of English 
literature, their skilfully drawn reports.of the state of flourishing 
arts and sciences, and they have papers treating on religion, in 
the shape of newspapers, tracts, and magazines, in such abund- 


They have their | 


ance as would render an invitation to Christians to enter the | 


small and confined temple of the Jewish press in this country 
rather strange, if not bold. 
enlightenment which distinguishes the character of Christians in 
this country, there are many who not only subscribe, read, and 
manifest an active and lively interest in our journal, but so highly 
appreciate the literary information which our humble pen and that 
of several occasional contributors afford, that they studiously 
seek opportunities of making the Jewish Chronicle known among 
the immense Christian population of Great Britain, no doubt with 
a view of benefiting us. The Atheneum, the Sun, and the Globe, 


occasionally the weekly journals, and almost every week the — 


talented newspaper of Douglas Jerrold, besides the provincial 
and colonial papers, give numerous and ample proofs of this 
kind desire. 

It would be a deceitful boast were we to speak in the same 
terms of praise of the encouragement we receive from our Jewish 
brethren. Although our journal is the only one the Jews in this 
country now possess; although its expense is trivial, comparatively, 
with other journals, being published but once a week; although 
there are among the 30,000 Jews in this country a large number 
of opulent and wealthy families — yet the support we receive 
from them is by no means proportionate to their numbers and 
wealth ; and, painful as it is to state, yet “there is a time to 
speak,” and we must observe, that the literary information which 
our journal affords, and to which the most learned Christians 
have borne testimony (as, for instance the Revds. Dr. Lee, Mr. 
Oxlee, Dr. Beke, ‘‘ Oxon,” and others), is little valued, and, we have 
reason to fear, little read by many of our Jewish brethren. 

This want of appreciation of literature in all its various 
branches, this apathy and indifference to useful knowledge, and 
that of Hebrew literature in particular, is owing, as we have fre- 
quently stated before, to the deficiency in the education of our 
youth, and to the early impressions which in childhood and boy- 
hood are made by the apathetic parents on their children. Their 
knowledge of Hebrew seldom extends beyond reading and trans- 
lating the prayers and the Bible, and often not beyond the Penta- 
teuch, and with this scanty knowledge end their Hebrew studies. 
Should there be a favourable exception, that a lad manifests a 
thirst for knowledge, and to drink deeper from the well of litera- 
ture, there are no sources whence to draw to quench his thirst ; 
there are no seminaries, no colleges where he may follow it up, 


Yet, thanks to the liberality and — 


who—like the Dutch professor, in the 


nor are there any patrons to be found to take him by the hand 


and introduce him into the more cultivated garden of knowledge 


_ of our sacred literature, the abundant and fragrant flowers of 
_ which he is shut out from gathering, and the precious fruits of 


which he is not allowed to enjoy. He grows disheartened, and 
abandons his darling object and wishes ; takes to selling oranges, 
steel pens, or other pedlery; and can we expect him, when he 
grows up and prospers, to read a journal containing information 
on subjects which have become distasteful, if not painful to him, 
by former reminiscences ? 

We therefore say that our task is a difficult one, both in the 
struggle of keeping up a journal so meagerly supported, and in 
pleasing the public with our literary labours. Since the Jews of 
the continent are in most places emancipated, and since in Ecgland 
the arguments on the question have nearly been exhausted, there 
is naturally a dearth of political news, which is perceptible in the 
columns, not only of our own journal, but in those of every 
Jewish periodical of the continent. But these journals fill up the 
space with articles on Hebrew literature, and their readers like the 
change all the better. They desire literary information, and 
‘drink in” the learned contributions with an eagerness which 
their sw/stantial and learned contributions abundantly testify. 

Whilst the horizon of Jewish journalism in this country looks 
thus cloudy and gloomy, whilst the mist which hangs over it 
renders it often difficult to wade through the thorny path we have 
to tread, we by no means despond. A faint glimmer of sunshine 
has recently broken through the darkness. A successful effort 
has just been made to enablé two learned Jews to explore the 
precious treasures buried in the libraries of Oxford, and they are 
both now engaged in the sacred occupation of bringing to light 
some valuable prints and manuscripts long hidden in obscurity. 
Rabbi Hirsch Edelman has, through the instrumentality of 
the Rev. Dr. Raphall, and his influence with the Jews of 
Birmingham and Manchester, succeeded in raising a sum, though 
yielding but a small pittance, to enable Mr. Edelman to ransack 
those libraries, and transcribe the rare and useful MSS. The 
talented Mr. Leopold Dukes has also this week, by the laudable 
exertions of Mr. Walter Josephs and friends, been placed in a 
condition to go for about three months to the same seat of learn- 
ing, and make the treasures in which it abounds available to the 
Jewish community.* We can easily imagine the difficulties with 
which Dr. Raphall, Mr. Walter Josephs, and their friends, had to 


contend in collecting subscriptions, however small they are, in 
proportion to what our Christian brethren do, and what our 


wealthy Jews might do, for “ poor ”’ Jewish literature. We can 
clearly represent to our mind the discouraging replies and the 
disheartening sneers which their appeals encountered from those 
Vicar of Wakefield, in 
respect to the knowledge of Greek—laugh at the idea that it is 
necessary to know Hebrew, We distinctly hear some of the 
moneyed men reply, ‘* And what use is it to us Bc a 
scripts are printed ?” But the prospect !s nevertheless brighter, 


* Mr. Dukes has kindly promised to forward us, every week, some lite- 
rary information, under the title of “ Oxford Letters. 
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when we contemplate that there have been some found to respond 
to the appeal, and some to undertake the ungrateful office of col- 
lecting subscriptions for such a purpose. 

In offering our hearty thanks to those who originated the 
appeal and to those who responded to it, in rejoicing at the 
favourable view which is thus taken by some of our brethren of 
the neglected Jewish literature in this country, we implore the 
wealthy in our community to follow this laudable example, and to 
emulate the praiseworthy exertions of the gentlemen who made 
the appeal. Let them remember that the literary productions 
which such subscriptions may forward will survive the fame of 
their riches, and that future generations will remember the names 
of the patrons of Jewish literature when the celebrity of their 
wealth shall have been long forgotten. 


-~ 


REFLECTIONS SUGGESTED BY THE LESSON OF 


Leviticus, CHarp. x1. TO XVI. 


Many sorrows shall be to the wicked, 
But he that trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall compass him about. 
Psalm xxxil. 10. 
Tue portion of the Law we shall read to-morrow abounds in 
injunctions to the priests as to the treatment of various bodily 
plagues and leprosy. The question what the office of the priest 
has to do with bodily cure has puzzled most of the Biblical com- 
mentators. It would be degrading to the enlightened dispensa- 
tion of Moses to assert, as infidels have asserted, that, in order 
to promote priestcraft, Moses would make the people to believe 
that medical skill is unavailable even to physical maladies, and 
that the cure was vested in the priesthood exclusively. But those 
who, with the Psalmist, agree that **the commandment of the 
Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes,” will at once discard such 
reasoning, and will reject any interpretation which attributes to 
the Mosaic law a desire to keep the people in the dark, to feed 
superstition and fanaticism, and to extend the sphere of sacer- 
dotal duties beyond that of religion and morality. Our text, we 
think, fully removes the apparent difficulty. One of the first 
principles of faith is to admit the justice of God, and that all our 
afflictions, physical and mental, are but the consequences of our 
own defects and wickedness. ‘* Many sorrows shall be to the 
wicked.’ Yet whilst visited by bodily afflictions we are bound 
in duty to ourselves to call in aid medical skill, and to avail our- 
selves of the various remedies which the Creator has vested in 
nature, we must not deceive ourselves with the idea that medical 
skill is sufficient without the assistance of Providence, but must 
recollect the concluding sentence of the Psalmist, “ he that 
trusteth in the Lord, merey shall compass him about.” This 
principle runs through the whole of the law and the prophets: 
‘* Man, do your duty, and for success trust to God.” And this 
is the genuine spirit of faith, according to the Old Testament. 
To neglect all physical duties, and to resign ourselves entirely to 
spiritual faith, is condemned by our laws, as much as to deny the 
dispensations of Providence. Both are equally fallacious. The 
pious man who confines himself to prayer and the study of the 
law, without endeavouring to provide the means of physical life for 


himself and family, is as much at fault as the infidel who thinks 


that his talent and power alone can maintain him, without assist- 
ance from the invisible Ruler. And this principle of the Jewish 
faith is amply demonstrate | in to-morrow’s lesson, which, although 
far from prohibiting the consultation of medical skill in cases of 
bodily affliction, yet enjoins us to combine trust in the earthly 
physician with that in the Heavenly one, and therefore advises 
the patient to consult also the spiritual assistant, the priest, who, 


if he be a genuine priest—if he, in lieu of the “fat and the, 


flesh,” administers to the afflicted that balm of spiritual consola- 
tion, and that mental relief which constitutes the duties of his 
ofice—will contribute as much to soothe the sufferings of the 


patient as the physician can effect. And this we take to be the 
tendency of the remedy which so frequently occurs ‘in to mor- 
row’s lesson, ‘and the priest shall shut him up seven days,” and, 
in some cases, “seven days more.” ‘The “shutting up” was no 
doubt a means of bringing the patient to a sense of his religious 
duties, to meditation, and the absorption of his thoughts in moral 
and religious investigations, particularly if he is vain, proud, and 
stubborn, to admit his nothingness, the justice of God, and, if 
possible, to effect a radical cure of his mental malady. 

Nothing can corroborate this interpretation of the priestly cure 
better than the fact that not only in cases of bodily affliction, but 
Iso in cases of “ plagues o/ the house,” or in the ‘* garments,” 
the law enjoins the consultation of the priest. It would, indeed, 
be folly to imagine that this.means anything else than to have 
recourse to spiritual advice in any accident or casualty which may 
befall us, and to impress on our minds the great principle of the 
Jewish faith, to blend all physical duties with those ef religion 
and morality, that these twin-sisters are the daughters of that 
heavenly virtue which has outlived, and will outlive, all religious 
systems and creeds, and of which the Psalmist says, “ the law of 
the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.” 

Another important feature in to-morrow’s lesson is that of an 
incessant exhortation to bodily cleanliness. ‘The remedy which 
is so often repeated in to-morrow’s lesson, of bathing and wash- 
ing, is no doubt meant in its plain sense; for cleanliness of the 
body leads to that purity of the soul which is vouchsafed by the 
prophet: * And I will sprinkle upon you clean waters; from al] 
your uncleanness and from all your idols I will cleanse you.” 


SEPHARDIM SYNAGOGUE. 
On the seventh day of Passover, Mr. Morais, Hebrew Master of the 
Orphan Scnool, delivered a sermon in the afternoon, at the request of 


Parnassim of this congregation, taking his text from the celebrated 


revelation of the Almighty to our father Abraham, recorded in Genesis 
xv. 13, 14. | 


TINT FT TUN AN 03) MIND YAS ONS 
WIDID INY? 1D 
And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a 
stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall 
afflict them four hundred years; and also that nation whom they shall serve 
will I judge : and afterward shall they come out with great substance. 


The preacher rapidly glanced over the history of the bondage of our 
ancestors in Egypt, and the miraculous preservation of Moses (who 
was destined to break that bondage) by the hand of Pharaoh’s own 
daughter, and dwelt on the humiliation of Pharaoh, who at first scorned 
the message of the Almighty which was conveyed to him by the same 
man whom he so shortly afterwards implored to entreat the Lord for 
him, and, on the death of Egypt’s first-born, even craved a blessing at 
his hands. 

Mr. Morais having contrasted the condition of Pharaoh and his 
people at the time of the cruel order for drowning the Hebrew male 
children with that of their just punishment by being themselves en- 
gulphed in the Red Sea, took the opportunity of enquiring why Israel 
should have been thus blessed with freedom, and chosen to bea peculiar 
people to the Lord? Tracing the merits, faith, and righteousness of 
the Patriarch Abraham, to whom the revelation in the text was given, 
for having in an age of idolatry and moral darkness attested to the 
unity and inculcated the pure worship of God, the Creator of heaven 
and earth, his seed was therefore destined to be the means of guarding 
and diffusing that instrument of God, the Law, whereby, in process of 
time, all nations should come to a knowledge of Him who had given 
that law to promote their happiness here and their felicity hereafter ; 
so that, as prophesied by Zechariah, “ Many people and strong nations 
shall come to seek the Lord of hosts, and to pray before the Lord in 
Jerusalem” (viil, 22)—Jerusalem being the centre whence the diffusion 
of the law is to irradiate. 

Applying this law to the peculiar people to whom it was revealed in 
the first instance, the preacher alluded to the necessity of considering 
its rites and ceremonies as essentially contributing to preserve the 
religion of Israel intact and undiminished, since the remembrances 
enjoined to be kept up from generation to generation, being handed 
down from father to son through the thirty-three centuries elapsed from 
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the deliverance out of Egypt, was better transmitted by means of those 
rites (especially of the Passover) than by any other mode of inculca- 
tion. The father, surrounded by his household and children, patriarch- 
ally dispensing the religious and festive meal, discoursing of the 
goodness of God to our forefathers, and amiably teaching his children 
and descendants to demonstrate a proper gratitude to the Almighty 
Liberator and Provider by a life of religion and virtue, took a more ef- 
fectual method of instruction than could be conveyed by oral or written 
injunctions unaccompanied by such sensible types, so well calculated to 
make an impression on the minds of the young. 

~ The preacher then adverted to the comfort, consolation, and happi- 
ness, afforded by the law and God’s holy religion in. seasons of pro- 
sperity, adversity, and martyrdom. He instanced, under the latter 
head, the noble fortitude of Rabbi Akiba under the torments he endured 
prior to the separation of his soul from the body, which so much 
astonished his disciples, and to whose remarks he answered, ‘| have 
long wished to prove my devotion to God, and shall I now quail to 
testify to his unity and trath ? | This is the mode of serving God with 
all thy soul.” 

We have seldom listened to a religious discourse fraught with so 
much good doctrine, and conveyed in such pleasing language. If Mr. 
Morais 1s wanting in that terseness and energy so peculiarly adapted 
to the delivery of sermons in the English language, he abounds with an 
easy flow of devotional sentiments, and copiousness of ideas requisite to 
give them birth ; and we are satisfied that, once complete master of 
our language, he will become a very popular lecturer. 


THE SEPHARDIM CONGREGATION. 


Amona the defects in the personelle of our ecclesiastical court there 
is one which has recently caused much confusion and embarrassment 
—want of acquaintance with the English language. We speak of the 
Dayanim, and, in the present instance, of Rabbi Abraham Haliva. It 
appears that that reverend gentleman, in conjunction with the Rev. 
Mr. Meldola and Rabbi Joseph Elmaliech, were the parties who for- 
mally made the /atara, or repeal of the penalty incurred by the 
Sephardim members of the Burton-street Synagogue, in breaking a 
resolution prohibiting another synagogue within a certain distance 
from the one in ee ae When we mentioned this fact in our 
No. 158, Rabbi Abraham Hlaliva expressed his surprise thereat, he 
having thought that the Hutara he had made was only partial, and 
by no means so complete as we had stated. Matters having been 
inquired into by those who are desirous of peace, and several meetings 
having been held, it appeared, from the English document signed by 
both Dayanim, that the H/atara was complete, without any qualifica- 
tion or restriction. Yet Rabbi Haliva protests against its complete- 
ness, whilst Rabbi Meldola does not, Whilst thus one contradicts 
the other, we have no hesitation in stating that the following letter, 
written to Mr. Moses Mocatta by the late Mr. De Castro a few hours 
after the Hatara was made, is conclusive as to the sense in which the 
ecclesiastical repeal was made and was taken by the principal movers 
in the laudable purpose. 


March 9, 1849. 
My dear Sir,—I acknowledge, with much pleasure, your letters addressed 
to myself and Mr. Guedalla, containing the signatures of yourself and thir- 
teen other parties thereto; and, according with our promise, we placed our- 
selves in communication with the ecclesiastical authorities, and have the 
satisfaction to state that the Herem incurred by the disregard of Ascama 
No. 1, which was put in force against you, has been fully and finally abolished 
this day against each and all the parties signing that letter (as far as Ascama 
No. | of Kaal is concerned), in the presence of myself and Mr. H. Guedalla. 
Let us trust the good that will result does not stop here. 
| I am, etc. 
H. De Castro. 


We trust that the advocates of peace, as Mr. IH. Guedalla and others, 
will not be discouraged by this momentary check, but will persevere in 
their sacred efforts to bring the reconciliation to its desirable com- 
pletion, and they will soon reap the noble fruits of peace. 


Mosgs Mocatta, Esq., etc. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—The article in No. 161 of your Journal, on the “ London Society for the 
Promotion of Christianity among the Jews,” although strong in its language, and 
occasionally approaching towards a coarseness of diction not unfrequently charac- 
teristic of some of the writers from whose journal it was extracted, yet puts forth 
arguments of a very weak nature, easily answerable by any member of the 
society against whose position and objects they are directed, and leaves out of 
sight altogether the grounds, upon which opposition to these conversion societies 
should be based. To ask, how dare a man undertake the conversion of another ! 
i a mode of putting the question somewhat after a novel fashion, and pre-supposes, 


that man, is thoroughly regardless of the progress of what he conceives to be right 
or wrong in society, and that his endeavour to prevail on his fellow man, by con- 
Vincing him of the truth of the position he himeelf holds, to follow the right and 
avoid the wrong, is an infringement of his fellow's rights, and an arbitrary 
assum ption stipe rority over 

Now these suppositions are thoroughly false. It is in accordance with man’s 
nature—with the better attributes of that nature—that, what he conceives to tend 
towards the promotion of happiness among his brethren of mankind, he should 
be zealously striving to realise ——that where this happiness is believed to be the 
result ot certain opinions, that he should ecek to promote the prevalence of auch 
Opinions, and where from particular courses of action, that endeavours to effect 
such practical ends should be striven after by him. It is in the belief that this ix 
a duty incumbent upon all, that, on every hand, nen are engaged in consolidat- 
ing and extending opinions, If it be a daring assumption of anght which does 
not belong to man (this dissemination of his own opimons with a view to their 
progress in the minds of other men), we mav at once eit down with our minds ith 
a happy state of stupor,sand sulle r all states and conditions of the haman family 
lo remain as they now are mental and moral energies to sink inte a State of 
apathy, and all present opinions to remain dammed up in their now narrow limite, 
till they become exhausted and perish, Tf this quiescent, selfish state of things 
had been adopted, what progress would civilisation have made in the world? If 
men had not dared to convert others from Op mon which favoured the <angiina©ry 
atrocities of it past period, in what condition would society have been at the pre- 
sent day? It is a daring which men have ever been prompted to ; and if it be 
regarded as a violation of our neiyhbour s nights in the matter of rehwious belief, 
it is equally so with regard to all other belief ; and the question put by the writer 
of the article referred to, would be just as fittingly asked by any one whose social 
and intellectual condition it was the endeavour of some philanthropist to better ; 
and it would be as Appropriate were the mechanics of our institutions or. rather, 
such as are invited to avail themselves of the advantages held out by lectures and 
reading-rooms to put it to those who were seeking to convert them to another 
opinion respecting the value of instruction and the acquisition of knowledge; and 
even the little urchin wandering about our streets might with equal propriety ark, 
how die the Ragyved School Association undertake his COnVETSIOn ret le 
it be supposed that [ am COTM PArin g the present state of the Jews with that of 
these ignorant and morally uncultured conditions of socety: my position is 
this, that if no man has a right to interfere with his fellow man’s opinion, 
by fairly endeavouring Lo change it, because sie h an rference con- 
sidered an infringement of his brother's right to hold such opimons as he thinks 
best, the argument must be applied to all opinions, for it would be unfair te 
restrict it to religious belief only. 

Another position taken up in the article i equally weak = Weaee that until al! 
Christians are agreed upon what they consider Christianity to be, no portion of 
the sect should seek to promote the progress of their opinions. The political 
parties throughout the world would, therefore, by this argument, have to remain 
inactive, The liberal or onward party in this country-——the liberal press, the 
Lhspateh amongst the rest—must, in accordance W ith this line of argument, celae 
from their exertions ; the opinions of this body are not consolidated, there is no 
union of belief as to the particulars of their faith apparent, and, until they agree 
with one another, they must cease to attack the selfishness of absolutism, or to 
urge on men the particular advantages of the opinions they profess. And this 
mode of argument, applied to political and social matters, would equally apply to 
the teaching of the physical sciences -for here, also, those who should be the most 
agreed differ very materially. 

No, Sir, it is not by such arguments as these that the monstrous waste 
of money which is indulged in year after year is to be checked, or the expend:- 
ture of the money directed into a different channel. We must not doubt of its 
being the duty of men to advance that course of action which they beheve to be 
most conducive to happiness ; but what we may with some justice doubt—and, 
perhaps, it may be of some utility that we engender like doubts im the minds o! 
others--is, whether proselyting bodies do not place more value in attaining an 
outward acquiescence with their own sectarian peculiarities, than in effecting a 
moral regeneration in the minds of their converts ; and whether they do not more 
care to enlist numbers under their banners, with the outward badge of a peculiar 
faith upon them, than to elevate the moral and social condition of society, when 
their own faith does not appear to be numerically strengthened by their success. 
Now the question I would ask of this society would be this: Whether, if the 
whole body of the Jews were at once converted to what the society deems Christ- 
ianity, it is believed that their moral and intellectual condition would be advanced! 
and, if it would not be—and no such result, I am persuaded, would follow—of 
what use is it endeavouring to add nominal Christians to a body, among whom 
the vast sums of money collected for this attempted and useless conversion might 
be so much more profitably expended { It is a duty these Christians owe to 
their own body, that all available means at their disposal should be apphed to the 
mental regeneration of those of their own number, whose conversion would not 
be from one opinion to another, from one code of moral obligation to any other 
moral code, but would be from ignorance, vice, and wretchedness, to 4 perception 
of higher and better conditions of our common nature, Such @ darvag voterter- 
ence with mental and physical misery would be a fitting and glorious object to 
attempt—a conversion, to many, from darkness to light, from the grave to a life 
of usefulness and enjoyment. To leave this unattained, and to seek to effect « 
mere change of dogma, by which no such results could follow, is @ profligate 
waste of means, to whatever extent used. In the purlieus of our ase 1 , bs 
any one house, or class of individuals, be brought within the he peenge te 
means the society might have at its disposal ; let the savage of t wr Ps made > 
a civilised man, but do not let us, however strong '" the convicties © — 
of our own belief, cast a stigma upon the faith of another—especially another 
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— 
upon whose moral code our own is founded—by making it apparently a more | that there is little difference in their fundamental principles. Never- 
desirable object, and in effectiug which much cost and labour is devoted, to con- theless, the professors of these religions seem to think that they differ 
vert such an one to our views, rather than to convert from vicious courses to a very much among themselves, because they are influenced by tradi- 
maral state of being, large masses of our fellow men, who are at the same timo tions, and are not imbued with true knowledge. Only now and 
the victims and the scourges of our social inconsistencies. then an individual appears sufficiently endowed with divine reason to 
. To devote these funds to. the conversion of the Jew, while they are so exten- penetrate the profundity of true wisdom. All this was effected b 
sively needed in the suppression of crime, is to insult those for whom this con- the Almighty in order to render men capable of submitting to the 
version is intended, by leading society to suppose that the opinions they hold are G hat all kind may faithfully serve 1; 
more pernicious in their effects, than the vicious practices of others, who are rule of Providence, so t at man In , iT; im, and 
ranged under the denomination of Christians, but whose faith has as much influ- call upon His name, at a time which it sha please tiim to appoint, 
ence upon their daily habits and general conduct as has the colour or fashion of and this is—the arrival of the Messiah, which we expect and hope for, 
if their dress. according as it has been foretold by our holy prophets.” 
q Every system of religious belicf has been, at one time or other, the means Thus far the passage from the book o»nw»x. To this I will add 
4 whereby some, more or less, of the human family have been enabled to ascend another, not less interesting, which is from the pen of R. Jacob 
a from earth to heaven in their aspirations after truth and virtue, and in their Emden, one of the most erudite as well as most pious Rabbins of the 
‘ increasing perceptions of the great Author of all existence. That some systems last century, who, with prophetic spirit, described the year 1848 as 
elevate the minds of men, ny the year of redemption for Israel. In his work called Oy 
{ mony with all created intelligences, and with the one? receier of a — 1- (Hamburgh 1757) he wrote a treatise on the subject of which I am 
3 gence, there can be no doubt ; but the desire to change any system, even the * Thi : able for the ingenuity and th 
most indifferent and incomplete, should be altogether subservient to the endeavour speaking. 18 treatise, not ess remarkable 1g t le A 
a to create in the minds of all, the practical recognition of some system; and if to ~ humane spirit in which it 18 written, than for the instruction which it ‘ 
a | this end the subscriptions of the London Society were devoted, a far more useful contains, agrees 1n its main points with the passage just transcribed. 
e. result would ensue, than that of inducing some poor wi lettered Jew to change his I must not so much trespass on the space of your valuable columas as . 
s faith, by, perhaps, the alluring prospect of an increased amount of worldly com- to give the whole treatise, which eminently deserves the attention of 
4 forts and advantages, or of some better condition hereafter, of which condition both Jews and Christians; so I will content myself with quoting the } 
i Christian and Jew, learned and unlearned, are on an equal footing as regards the conclusion of it. ‘ 
of information possessed. have always thought (not, indeed, from hypocrisy, because I can 
many of the Jews with whom I have been brought into communion—if they h 
as could, from the outcasts of their own church, create kindred spirits to those who wrought a great deal of good for the world. irst y, he connrmed, ; 
are distinguished in the Hebrew body by the best qualities of human nature—it with his uttermost authority, the law of Moses ; none of our sages has 
a would surely be a more desirable consummation, than were they enabled to boast sO clearly and energetically declared the eternity of this law as he has 
to-morrow of having converted Sir Moses Moutefiore to Christianity, or had they done. Secondly, his appearance had a most beneficial effect upon 
been enabled to have gloried in effecting a change in the opinious of such a man non-Israelites; idolatry was abolished, and the heathen adopted the 
as was the late respected president of our Literary institution, Hananel De Castro. well-known seven precepts of the Noachides. He gave them a code 
: Little Britain. | I. M. of morality which surpasses even that of Moses. It seems to me to 
(To b¢ continued.) have been very ingeniously remarked by the philosopher (Aristotle), 
-_—— —- ----— — that we Israelites do not need any elaborate system of morality, since 
“TEMPLE OF PEACE AT JERUSALEM.” by our numerous commandments and observances, our passions are 
| ae sufficiently checked; and even from the law-giving at Sinai we have 
L (Continued from page 183.) undergone the obligation of keeping in the middle road of morality. 
“a To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. What I have here observed is the simple truth, ~iaeny ue son 0g | 
99 ee ~~ os reasonably contradict ; but this truth seems not to have been under- 
| DoD xpd may ony dx TEMS TS stood by would-be wise Christians, who imagined it to be their 
Then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they mayall callupon || duty to estrange Israel from the law of Moses. By such individuals 
the name of the Lord.—Zeph. ili. 9. the multitude is misguided, believing in those fictions which never 
“From Luke, chap. xviii., it appears that Jesus diligently enjoined || entered the ideas of the Evangelists. Through the introduction of 
the keeping of the decalogue. From this and other passages in the || these mistaken notions much evil has been wrought; people were 
Evangelists, it is evident that Jesus never intended to abolish the law || persuaded to persecute cruelly the pious Jews who strictly adhered to 
of Moses, though his followers afterwards did abandon that law. He || their law, while it was the duty of those guides to impress upon the 
_ intended merely to lighten the burden of these commandments, seeing, hearts of their followers the doctrines of love, which even command us 
,_ as he did, that his contemporaries, misguided through the dissensions to love an enemy.” 
/ and controversies of the Karaites and Rabbinites, were removing From these few quotations it is evident, that it is the opinion of the 
' farther and farther from that end on which the preservation of the || learned, both Christians and Jews, that it is the destination of Christ- 
' universe essentially depended. Among the Jews, good morals vanished, || ianity to spread Monotheism on the globe, and a system of morality 
» immorality raised its hideous head; the Almighty saw that his people || in connection with that Monotheism. The destination of Christianity, 
, — were no longer worthy of being concentrated on one sacred spot. He || then, never was to introduce new doctrines to the sons of Abraham, it 
- dispersed them to all corners of the globe, that they might not perish || Was to all other nations that its mission extended. It will, therefore, 
| together, but that their chastisement might tend to subject them to the not be difficult to establish a peace between Jews and Christians, as 
- __ will ofdivine Providence. It was the decree of God that the generation, || soon as the latter will understand that it is not their mission to convert 
S unworthy of receiving the law to its whole extent, should receive an Jews to Christianity, any more than it is requisite to convert Christians 
>» attenuated form of it through his apostles, in order to be at least || to Judaism. The law of Moses in its whole extent is obligatory on 
» imbued with the morality and fundamental principles of the true faith. || the Jews, the observance of the strictest morality is incumbent upon 
5 A great part of the nations adopted this new form of belief; but that the Christians, and the worship of one God is common to both. 
; 8! was not the tinal destination of mankind. Such as men then were, In pondering over these considerations, I cannot refrain from putting 
| the Christian religion was the one most adapted for them; but from it |} to myself the question, ‘‘ How can I, a man from a very inferior class 
© another religion was to rise which would lead men to the end so of society—how can I venture to raise my voice in such a mighty 
=» ardently wished by all of'us. This religion would declare the unity of || cause? Can I presume to announce peace after a sanguinary struggle 
oe _ God, introduce circumcision, and establish some other observances. || of eighteen centuries ?” But the mighty voice which sounds loudly in 
i Already the followers of the two religions (Christians and Maho- || our days is not heard by the rich or by the learned alone—even to my 
= metans) form the greater part of mankind. By far the greater part of station it descends, and engages my attention. That voice declares 
= men. have a religion: they believe in the chief principles of Holy || that universal peace will shortly be accomplished, and admonishes our 
; a ' Writ, which is the true wisdom ; they believe in the existence of one warfaring brethren to be prepared for the reception of their common 
‘ + God, who has created the universe out of nothing, and has it in his Father on Zion, and to crect for Him a habitation, a great and mighty 
| ei | power to alter the laws of nature according to his pleasure; who temple of peace, on the front of which the name of m7 is to shine 1n 
+e knows the secret thoughts of every individual, and bestows particular golden letters. Unceasingly this trumpet sounds ; but its call is not 
 . regard on mankind; and who, in the life to come, will reward the good || only admonishing and encouraging, it is likewise menacing: it dis- 
i‘ and punish the wicked. These are, undoubtedly, the fundamental tinctly points out the crimes that have been committed for eighteen 
me @8=sdoctrines of their religion; and though the Jews and Mahometans || centuries, and the chastisement decreed by the Father against his 
(= adopt the Unity of God, while the Christians believe in a Trinity, yet || sons, and it threatens repeated chastisements for the repetition of the 
oe the latter confess that this Trinity is, in fact, a Unity. Thus we see || crimes. Nor is the hideous demon.wanting. who will not yet allow 
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our younger brethren (the Christians) to grant human rights to their 
elder brethren (the Jews); as yet that demon would fain point to 
Rome as the spot where the temple of peace is to stand; but the 
Divine voice sends forth its paternal admonitions and warnings—it 
sounds powerfully, and will not cease to sound. | 

I take this opportunity of referring to some remarks which appeared 
in a former number of your valuable Journal. You there transcribed 
an article from a contemporary, the writer of which maintains that the 
Jews do not deserve to be emancipated, because they are condemned 
by Providence to be a despised race, and not to bring forth any 
eminent members of human society. You on that occasion sufficiently 
refuted this illiberal opinion; nevertheless you will perhaps deign to 
insert the following observations on the same subject, since it is im- 

ssible to cut off at one blow all the heads of a monstrous Hydra. 
[ am, indeed, no Hercules, nor do I intend using a fire-brand on this 
occasion; I will merely set up a little light, which will perhaps drive 
away the darkness in which the writer of the above article seems to 
be wrapt. It is altogether strange that in an enlightened country like 
England such articles as the one alluded to should be penned; for 
even supposing it to be true that the Jews had never produced an 
eminent man, what reason would this be to infer that they were by 
Providence condemned to obscurity? 

It appears, from a synopsis of the different statistics, that the Jews 
only form the two hundredth part of the population of the earth. 
About three-sevenths of them are still restricted by oppressive laws 
in the countries they inhabit, which circumstance is, of course, an im- 
pediment to the free development of their mental powers. Consider- 
ing, then, that a great man is like the highest prize in a lottery, to 
command them to produce a great man, would be to command them 
to win the highest prize in a lottery. This would, in itself, be an 
unjust demand ; for it is quite clear that in England, and in all other 
countries, no more than the two hundredth part of the population are 
of more than ordinary capacity. But I will undertake to prove that the 
Jews have actually won the great prize, and it is therefore surprising 
how any one can suffer himself to be blinded by misanthropy. I need 
not refer to times gone by, I have only to enumerate persons living at 
the present time. 

One of the greatest mathematicians now living is a Jew, Professor 
Jacobi, of Berlin; his brother, at St. Petersburg, is an eminent pro- 
fessor of chemistry ; and one of the greatest.theologians in the same 
city, Professor Neander, was likewise born aJew. I think I shall be 
guite justified in numbering Dr. Zunz among the eminent men of our 
age. A third of the best professors at Koenigsberg were born Jews. 
One of the greatest painters in Europe, Bendeman, was born a Jew. 
Meyerbeer, Halevi, and Ernst, are Jews. France alone has had three 
Jewish ministers. 


If, however, great robbers and murderers likewise belong to the - 


phenomena of human society, the writer of the article alluded to may 
be right, in such men the body of Jews is very poor indeed. 
I am, Sir, yours, ete. 


London, March 26th, 1849. B. GoLpBERG. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 
Sir,—Highly as I appreciate that magnanimity of mind which could 


induce you to publish an article which so directly impugns your 


editorial judgment, and greatly as I may admire that nervous zeal 
which prompted your correspondent “ Zedner” mantfully to step for- 
ward and plead the cause of a “ large class” of your readers who are 
labouring under a “ frightful” usurpation, yet can I not refrain from 
soliciting your kind indulgence for the permission of assuring your 
learned correspondent that his alarms with regard to the “ fearful 
extremity” ofa certain “ polemical” controversy are entirely unfounded. 

When the great Demosthenes, at the battle of Cheeronea, deserted 
his colours and fled, an unforeseen enemy caught him behind, and the 
affrighted orator exclaimed, ‘* Save my life, and say what shall be my 
ransom!” He turned round, and, lo, the dreaded foe was a harmless 
bramble. 

Let “ Zedner” imitate this great orator, and examine the great 
danger which affrighted him so for “the peace of our conscience,’ and 
it will greatly tend to allay his perturbed spirit. 


Of course, as a representative of “a large class” of your readers, 
and as a patron of the “ Jewish press,” by an hebdomadal subscription 
of twopence, he has a right to instruct you (a mere novice of some 
four or five years’ standing) in your editorial duties. Of course, he 
has a right, in this land of liberty (where the censorship of the press 
is gloriously taken from the feeble hands of the government and vested 
in our individual selves), to tell you what is and what is not out of 
place in the columns of the Chronicle. Of course, he has a right toa 


on 


space in ee paper to expatiate upon the utter uselessness of apply- 
ing ourselves to the study of the various readings of the Scriptures, in 
a Protestant land, where every Jew reads and understands his Hebrew 
Bible, and where every Christian has a correct vernacular version to 
convince himself of the “ stiff-neckedness” of our race, in disbelieving 
doctrines so plainly laid down therein. Of course he has a right 
(especially if among the “ large class” he represents there be some 
grocers and hair-dressers) to impress upon your mind that the space 
of your columns might be more profitably employed in discussing the 
question, ‘* Whether it be inconsistent with true holiness to shave the 
pear Guring the holidays, and eat a dish of rice with the Paschal 
am 

Of course, he has a right to all this, and to much more; but I must 
take the liberty to suggest to him that he has no right whatever to put 
a wrong construction upon harmless sentences, and build upon them 
terrific effigies, as if he were a gardener planting imaginative monsters 
. — away the troublesome crows from his vineyard of “ Ain- 
red.” 

Mr. Editor, I have the honour of being a member of the Manchester 
Atheneum, where I have an opportunity of seeing daily the principal 
English and foreign periodicals; and it has often been a source of great 
pleasure to me to read in some of the most respectable metropolitan 
and provincial papers what the Jewish Chronicle says. What is it that 
made the Chronicle. so popular as to be deemed worthy of being 
quoted by those journals? Is it its exclusiveness? ita bigotry ? 
What was it that induced some of the first Christian scholars in this 
land to enrich your paper with their valuable articles? Was it your 
slavish partiality to the one-sided views of our modern Pharisees ? 
Certainly not. It has always been one of the brightest features of the 
Jewish Chronicle that in its columns the Jew and the Christian, the 
infidel and the apostate, could meet upon a footing of fair equality, 
where they could each state their opinions, unscared by vulgar 
revilings, and where, so long as their sentiments were not calculated 
to injure the cause of true religion and morality, they were always 
treated with courtesy and impartiality. Continue, Sir, in this course 
of perfect impartiality, heedless of the bickerings of ceaseless fauls- 
finders, whom a modern philosopher justly compares to the owl 
rejoicing at an eclipse. To please everybody is a feat of strength 
which, in sixty centuries, even a God has not accomplished. 

As for myself, | am no lover of * polemical controversy” (as I under- 
stand the term) ; and it seems to me somewhat heterogeneous to 
indulge in ‘‘polemical” phraseology at the very moment when we 
argue against it. When a mercenary soldier, fighting beneath the 
banners of Memnon, took the liberty of speaking reproachfully of 
Alexander in the hearing of his captain, the noble-minded officer dis- 
dainfully stopped him, saying, “ ] pay you to fight against Alexander, 
not that you should reproach him.’ Will your worthy correspondent 
excuse me if I tell him that old Plutarch * here teaches me a much 
more masterly lesson against “polemical controversy” than any | can 
gather from his able article, replete as it is with deep and valuable 
rabbinical lore. 

I remain, Sir, with great respect, yours faithfully, 

Manchester, April 22, 1849. Ilertz Bes Prvecwas. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—To pacify your timid correspondent, Mr. Zedner, and to allay 
his ludicrous apprehensions as to the injury inflicted on your readers 
by the insertion of Biblical controversy, | hasten to inform him, through 
the medium of your periodical, which the learned and Rev. Mr. Oxlee 
justly styles “ liberal,” that I have profited much from the controversy 
on Zechariah xiii.; and though, as a Christian, I am naturally pre- 
possessed in favour of the English authorised version, yet sotrue, so clear, 
and so congenial to the spirit of the Hebrew idiom appeared to me the 
interpretation given by your able correspondent, Hertz Ben Pinchas, 
that I sent the paper containing that beautiful article to my former 
colleague, the Bishop of Oxford, as I did with the number which con- 
tained a most learned and magnificent exposition, furnished by a eor- 
respondent of your journal subscribing himself “ A. S. Horowitz,” 
some months past, on Zechariah’s vision of the ** candlestick.” 

Understanding, from a friend of mine at the Bodleian Library, that 
Mr. Zedner, who holds an office at the British Museum, ts one of the 
most learned and erudite Jews of the present age, I feel surprised that, 
rather than condemning Biblical controversy, he does not encourage it ; 
convinced as he must feel that it is just in the present age, when “‘ the 
sword is not allowed to be thrown into the balance of argument,” that 


* Plutarch’s Morals: the Apophthegms of Kings and Great Commanders, 
vol. i. p. 229. 


233 


4 
4 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 3 
| 
| 
| : 
# 
> 
| | 
J 
i 
| 
| 
} 
| | 5 
| 
| 
| 
| 


~ 


234 


— 


JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


— 


Jews and Christians may calmly sit down together and discuss subjects 


on which, according to the opinion of orthodox Judaism and Christ- 
lanity, depends their mental salvation. | 
Thanking you, Mr. Editor, for your “ liberal allowance” of space, 
even to those who conscientiously differ from you, 
I remain, Sir, yours ever thankfully, 
Oxon. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 

Sir,—Being convinced that every cheering sign of the times is 
welcome news to the numerous readers of your liberal paper, I offer 
no apology for using your valuable columns in drawing attention to 
one of those peaceful conquests which contrast so favourably with the 
inglorious strife carried on by your magniloquent contemporaries, the 
Herald, Standard, Britannia, etc., all of which seem to be as deaf to 
reasonable arguments as the Post. 

You will remember that among the former pupils of the Ilebrew 
National School in Birmingham there exists a Society for providing 
Clothing and Books for the Poor Children of the School. After the 
clearing of the school debt, by the splendid concert which Jenny Lind 
gave for that purpose at the request of her friend and townsman, 
the Rev. Dr. Raphall, the above society was re-organised, many new 
subseribers joined it, and the young committee, guided by the 
energetic counsels of the head-master, succeeded, last 7/9 (new year) 
in securing the following course of gratuitous monthly public lectures, 
in aid of their funds. ‘lhe course began— 

ln October last, with a lecture on Ancient Geography, by Dr. 
Raphall; then came— 

In November, the admirable reading of Talfourd’s Jon, by the Rev. 
Hugh Hutton, one of the first of Unitarian ministers. 

In December, a beautiful lecture on the Physiology of the Human 
ye, by J. . Melson, Esq., M.D., 8 leading member of the Methodist 
community, 

In January, a verv curious discourse on the Wit and ITumour of 
Different Nations, by M. Jean tL. O'Flannagan, an orthodox Roman 
Catholic, who refused the Professorship of French and Italian at the 
celebrated Free Granunar School, on accountof the Church regulations. 

In an iustructive lecture on Preumatics, by C. Howell, 
Esq., M.C.P., ultra Methodist, and head-master of one of the best 
private academies in Birmingham. 

In March, a genial lecture on the Poetry of Wordsworth, by the 
eloquent George Dawson, Esq., who has formed a new community of 
highly-intelligent and influential members of different creeds, under 
the general denomination of the * Church of St. Saviour,” of which he 
is the minister. 

Last, but not least, on the 4th instant, an interesting lecture on 
France, by Dr. Raphall. 

After this last lecture, which I heard on the evening before my 
leaving Birmingham, I was, like many others, highly pleased at the 
short and appropriate speech with which young Mr. 8S. C. Spiers 
seconded the motion ofa vote of thanks to the lecturer, when he took 
occasion to acknowledge the debt of gratitude which he and many 
others owed to the school and to its head master. 

The lectures were given in the spacious school-rooms, which the 
Chief Rabbi admired so much on his visit to Birmingham. Among 
the members of the Lligh Church present at these lectures I noticed 
Captain Tindall, Manager of the Branch Bank of England in Birming- 
ham, Lieut. Hopkins, R.N., etc. I am sorry I cannot record the 
crowded attendance of all the leading Jewish residents, for truth 


‘requires ine to say that several of them kept aloof from this deservin 


institution—that several families, mustering a number of young ladies 
and gentlemen, were “ distinguished by their absence ;” but I hope 
such will not be the case on future occasions. 

The proceeds of the above lectures, together with several donations, 
sufhiced for the full “equipment” of a number of Jewish children for 
this Passover. 

The free and generous co-operation of so many leaders of different 
and opposed creeds for the exclusive benefit of Jewish children, will, 
I hope, be imitated in other towns of this populous country, and will 
thus contribute, in some degree, to spread “* peace on earth, and good 
will among men.” 


1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
London, April 10th, 1849. Louis Fr. Baum. 


Se_r-GoveRNMENT.—Let not any one say he cannot govern 
his passions, nor hinder them breaking out and carrying him into 
action; for what he can do before a prince or a great man, he 
can do alone, or in the presence of God, if he will.— Locke. 


CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE CLOUDS, 


Nature and grace mutually illustrate each other. Every object in 
the creation points our attention to a hidden cayse, by which all the 
parts, great and small, are arranged in order, and directed to their 


proper purposes, and thus rendered subservient to the preservation of 


the whole system. Here revelation marks some of its most beautiful 
similitudes and most sublime elucidations. 

If nature simply makes a confession of Divine power and wisdom in 
her origin and preservation, the word of God sanctifies all her works, 
and turns them into teachers of righteousness. | 

The humble ant which crawls in the dust, and, guided by instinct, 
provides for her future support, teaches man the lesson of practical 
prudence in all that concerns his temporal and eternal welfare, Not- 
withstanding his elevated rank in the creation, and the enlarged 
powers with which he is endowed, inspiration sends him for instruc- 
tion in the first principles of human wisdom to the meanest of insects, 
Impressed with this idea, the Royal Bard declares :— . 


ass. Ssy nda 95 
‘Go to the ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways, and be wise.”’ 
Prov. vi. 6. 


If thou art slothful in thy affairs go and learn of the ant, which, 
though of so small a body, yet labours diligently ; so that her example 
may serve to put thee out of countenance with thy indolence, and 
make thee more wise in regard to being diligent and active in thy 
affairs. ‘Though the ant has none to lead and direct her, as man 
has — no overseer to exact her labour, no Supreme Governor to call 
her to an account for any delay or negligence—still she never omits 
the opportunity the harvest affords her to make provision against the 
approaching winter. 

By contemplating the economy and pursuits of animated nature, 
the mind of man becomes raised to survey the wonders which are 
scattered in such rich and abundant variety above and about him. It 
is the continuation of the same lesson of wisdom; and the whole is 
designed to render man humble and vigilant, steady and prudent, in 
all the concerns of human life, yet aspiring to higher scenes, and seek- 
ing an inheritance beyond the skies. 

No objects are more striking, though none are more familiar, than 
the clouds. 

They are continually varying their appearances, and frequently 
indicate the grandest yet most terrible effects in the atmosphere. 
Now they are beheld with a calm and pleasing eye, which follows them 
in their wanderings and changes, delighted at the effects produced 
thereby on the landscape beneath, and with the soft tint diffused over 
all the cerculean arch above. But how soon does the mind collect its 
powers into an awful contemplation of the blackened hemisphere, and 
behold with fearful apprehension the portentous elements gathering 
together, as it were, in battle array, one against the other ! 

Of all the objects in the creation, none supply so great a variety of 
imagery for poetical description as the clouds. 

Thus we find the poet often comparing the exploits and characters 
of his heroes to the nature and actions of the elements. In the soft 
and gentle display of easy dignity, he describes his favourites as wait- 
ing for their foes with the steady calmness of the clouds hanging on 
the summit of a lofty mountain. In another place he draws a different 
picture, and to represent the fierce preparations for a war, and its 
effects, he compares it to an approaching thunder-storm, which drives 
the shepherd and his flock from the field to seek shelter in some 
neighbouring cave. 

But how feeble and contracted is all the beauty and elevation of 
poetical description when compared with the sublimity portrayed in 
the Scriptural adaptation of the same imagery! If we admire the art 
with which Homer likens his heroes to a tranquil cloud, what shall 


be said of that description in which the sweet Psalmist of Israel figures 
to us the Omnipotent ? 


As covering himself with light as with a garment, and as stretching out 
the whole expanse of the heavens for the curtain of his pavilion: who 
layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters, who maketh the clouds his 
chariot, and walketh upon the wings of the wind.—Psalm civ. 2, 3. 


Ilere, indeed, the idea of security and dominion is expanded to the 
utmost stretch of human comprehension. The Almighty is introduced 
not merely as ruling the whirlwind and guiding the storm, but as 
pennny ering: with a sober and majestic step, upon the wings of 
the wind. 


When we behold the clouds of heaven flying rapidly before a mighty 
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tempest, we may endeavour to catch the force of the magnificent and 
harmonious idea conveyed in the words of the Royal Psalmist ; who 
having been in a profound meditation on the works of God, and filled 
with admiration anc gratitude in the contemplation, exhorts himself 
and calls upon his soul to praise and to bless the infinite Majesty and 
Goodness, whose wonders astonish, and whose blessings overpower 
him. 

Who is not struck with this magnificent description of the God of 
Israel? Yet all this is but his garment, and as a curtain intended to 
hide his overpowering splendour from our mortal eves; for whilst we 
are in this mortal and perishable frame, we can only gaze upon his 
outward clothing, and discern, as it were, but the skirts of his gar- 
ments. But when this mortal part shall assume an immortal state 
when the veil shall be drawn aside which intercepts the godly light, 
what inconceivable magnificence will be presented téour view | O 
what inexpressible beauty, what harmony, what happiness! We shall 
behold the great Architect of the universe as he really is; but what 
that is, neither eye hath yet seen, nor ear heard, nor has man ever 
been able to imagine, while yet tenanted upon this terrestrial sphere, 
for it is infinitely far beyond the feeble comprehension of the wisest 
among God’s creatures. 

And yet the page of inspiration goes far beyond even this exquisite 
painting, and collecting all the variety of celestial phenomena together, 
embodies them into an obedient train round about the throne of God. 


A fire goeth forth before him, and burneth up his enemies round about. 
His lightnings enlightened the world; the earth saw and trembled. The 
hills melted like wax at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the 
Lord of the whole earth.—Psalm xcvii. 3, 4, 5. 


The Lord is here described as coming in an awful tempest of 
thunder and lightning, and destroying by it his enemies round about ; 
besides the terrible commotions in nature occasioned by the presence 
of the Divine Majesty. By hills here is probably meant the kings and 
great men of the earth, it being not unusual in Scripture to describe 
them by such like expressions. 

In the prophetic style of exhibiting the Divine judgments upon 
sinful nations the same images are generally used, but with a more 
heightened effect, as well to mark the certainty of the event predicted, 
as to impress upon the mind a deep sense of the absolute power and 
justice of God. ‘Thus, in the prophecy of Nahum, the Divine Majesty 
is delineated riding in the gloomy combustion of the elements, as 
figurative of his dominion over all nations, as also of the equity of his 
proceedings in converting all natural and moral evil to the punishment 
of the wicked and the happiness of the righteous. : 
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The Lord hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds 
are the dust of his feet. 

He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers. 
Bashan languisheth, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon droopeth. 

The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burnt at 
his presence ; yea, the world and all that dwell therein. 

Who can stand before his indignation ? and who can abide in the fierce- 
ness of his anger? His fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown 
down by him.—Nahum i. 3—6. 


This picture of a tempestuous scene displays all that is terrible in 
uature; the conflict of electric clouds above, pouring forth lurid sheets 
of fire, and the loftiest mountains on earth sinking away into nothing 
at the mere touch of the destructive element. 

In this way does the language of inspiration represent to us, under 
the most terrific phenomena in the creation, the agency of the 
Almighty in the moral world, and the faithfulness of his judgments 
upon the sons of pride and impiety. “ Though the Lord is slow to 
anger, he is great in power and exact in Justice , and the very bless- 
ings which he bestows will be turned at last, if they continue to be 
abused, into the instruments of his vengeance. 

H. A. Henry. 


Adar 5609. 
(To be continued.) 


Jews’ OrpuHan AsyLuM.—The Anniversary Ball in aid of 
the funds of this Institution took place on Wednesday last, at 
Willis’s Rooms, St. James’s. Amongst the company present we 


observed most of the Lady Patronesses, Baron M. De Rothschild, 
Mr. Alderman Salomons, the Hon. Lane Fox, M.P., ete. The 
amount of donations exceeded £300; and among the donors we 
are happy to enumerate Her Majesty the Queen Dowager, Lady 
Montefiore, H. R. H. the Duke of Cambridge, Frederick Hart, 
Esq., President, etc. The company, which was highly respect- 
able, and mustered over 300, kept up the pleasures of the dance 
until an advanced hour in the morning, and departed highly gra- 
tified at the attention showed by the stewards towards the com- 
forts of the patrons and supporters of this truly noble institution. 

Sussex Hay, —It is currently reported that Nathaniel Monte- 
fiore, Esq., of Great Stanhope-street, will be elected to the office of 
President of the Jews’ and General Literary and Scientific Insti- 
tution, vacant by the lamented death of Mr. H. De Castro. We 
understand that a deputation from the maniaging committee, 
consisting of Messrs. I. L. Miers, V. P., Laurence Myers, 
V. P., Sampson Samuel, Hon. Secretary, Henry Solomon, Trea- 
surer, John Mottram, and David Asher, accompanied by Mr. M. 
S. Oppenheim, the Secretary, waited on Mr. Montefiore on Tues- 
day last, when he consented to be put in nomination for the 
office at the meeting of the members, which will be held in the 
course of the ensuing month, for the purpose of electing a gentle 
man to fill the vacant office. It is stated that, if elected, Mr. 
Montefiore will be able to devote considerable time and attention 
to the duties of the office, as he is not engaged in commercial! 
pursuits. Such conduct would materially benefit the institution, 
as its SsuCcCeSS during the presidency of Nr. De Castro was greatiy 
promoted by his personal attendance at the meetings and lectures, 
and by his constant supervision. 

CHAIRMAN .OF THE ELDERS oF THE Seruanpim.—David 
Abarbanel Lindo, Esq., has been appointed to the above office im 


| the room of the Jate lamented Mr. De Castro. 


FaLMoutu —The Rev. Joseph Rintel being about to leave 


this place for London, after a ministry in the Synagogue of 


eighteen years, has been presented by his congregation, to 
whom he las much endeared himself by his general conduct, with 
a silver salver, bearing the following inscription :— 

Presented to the Rev: Joseph Rintel by the members and frends of the 
Falmouth congregation, as a testimonial of their respect and esteem, Aum 
9609. 

JeERUSALEM.—We are much pained to state that, owing to the 
indisposition of Lady Montefiore, the journey to Jerusalem did 
not take place this week. May that benevolent lady soon recover, 
and accompany her husband in the sacred mission which he has 
undertaken to perform. 


We have much pleasure in learning that the Rev. Dr. Gunz 
burg, late of Libochewitz, in Lb hemia, has, since his arrival in 
America, been appointed rabbi and lecturer at Baltimore, Marv- 
land, U.S. We have the more gratification in announcing this, 
as it shows how highly real talent is appreciated and encouraged 
by our transatlantic brethren. The learned doctor has delivered 
discourses both at New York aud at Baltimore, where he has vot 
only been most cordially received by his congregation, but has 
met with marks of great respect from his Christian brethren, 
having been visited by the President of the City Council. ‘The 
doctor is author of an excellent and justly esteemed work, en- 
titled “ Dogmatisch Historische, Beluchtung des Alten Juden- 
thums,” dedicated to Sir Moses Montefiore, from which we made 
copious extracts in our third volume. 


- 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

As ‘' A. W. H.’s” letter is calculated to retard the progress of peace, and to 
mar the effects of the steps already taken towards reconciliation, If fs, 
for the present, respectfully declined. | | 

+ \ Supscrisper, Yarmouth,” is informed that the ceremony of breasing & 
glass at a Jewish wedding is but of modern date, and the reason as- 
signed for it is its being a luckly omen; it would, perhaps, be ~ more 
honoured in the breach than in the observance.” 

As “ Mitsten’s” letter contains no new paints in the controversy on 
Zechariah xiii. we cannot insert it 
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JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


——— 
Just published, price One Shilling & Sixpence. 


BSERVATIONS on a UNIQUE CUFIC GOLD COIN, issued by Al-Aamir 

Beikhcam Allah, Abd Ali Manzour ben Mustali, Tenth Caliph of the 

atimite Dynasty. Read at a Meeting of the Numismatic Society of London. 
By Dr. L. Lorwr, M.R.A.S., &c. &c. 


London: David Nutt, 158, Fleet Street; John Russel Smith, 4, Old 
Compton Street, Soho Square; Brighton: Henri S. King, 1, North Street, 
and 44, East Street; Paris: M. Rollin, Rue Vivienne, No. 12. 


Just published, 
“THE VOICE OF LAMENT,” 
A Collection of Elegies and Poems, in Hebrew and English, written on the 
Death of the late HANANEL De Castro, Esq., Member of Deputies of the 
British Jews, President of the Jewish Literary and Scientific Institution, 
Sussex Hall, &c. 


To be had of Mr. S$. Solomon, 2, Bevis Marks, and at the Jewish Chronicle 
Office, 24, Houndsditch. 


Hebrew Congregation, Swansea. 


fIVHIS CONGREGATION having been called on to pay, within three 

months, a Mortgage on their Synagogue, and having also an eligible 
opportunity of purchasing the freehold of their Burial-ground (the only one 
in Wales), the lease of which is nearly expired, they venture on an appeal to 
the Jewish public. 

Although the corigregation is numerous, yet the majority are in humble 
circumstances. Within the last few years the expenses have been heavy, 
and they have met with several losses, which induces them to hope that the 
Public will sympathise in their cause, and afford them their aid and interest. 

The Rev. the Chief Rabbi has generously sent a subscription towards what 
he has been pleased to designate “ our holy purposes ;” and under his high 
sanction they feel confident their co-religionists will not refuse them their 
support. 

Donations already received, 


The Rev. Dr. Adler - - 


Swansea— S. L. De Symons, Esq. - £2 2 O 

Mr. Jacob Joseph - ) Messrs. A. Davis and Co. 
Isaac Jacob - - 5 Sampson Samuel, Esq. - 0 10 6 
Mrs.andthe Misses Cohen 5 3 
Mrs. and the Misses Marks 5 


- £5 


Liverpool — 
, Douglas Cohen, Esq., M.D, 
0 


~ 
~ 


Mr. Benjamin Joseph 


M. Moses __ - le 6) Birmingham— 

Messrs. Newstadt & Barnett 2 2 0O 
. B. P. Moore, Esq. - 


Moses Seline 
Solomon Brown - 
Kk, F, Moses - - 


Southampton— 


© © 
© 


London— ‘Phillip Mosely, Esq. - 0 10 G 
Sit Moses Montefiore, Bart., Neath— 
- - - 3 0 B. Lyons, Esq. - 
Joel Emanuel, Esq. Merthyr— 
A. Lindo, Esq. (per Joseph Barnett, Esq. 
Jewish Chronicle ) - 1 | O}S. Friedman, Esq. - 010 6 
Lawrence Levy, Esq. - Curdiff— 
Michael Emanuel, Esq. - 1 0 Leon Walters, Esq. - 0 
Sundry small Subscriptions - - 


Donations in London will be received by Sampson Samuel, Esq., 26, New 
Broad-street, and at the Jewish Chronicle Office, 24, Houndsditch; the Rev. 
1. Kantrowitz, Manchester; the Rev. D. M. Isaacs, Liverpool; Mr. Benjamin 


Valentine, Edgbaston Street, Birmingham; and by Mr. I. Jacob, 33, Castle 
Street, Swansea. 


HOWARD'S COFFEE HOUSE, 
No. 3, Duke’s Place, Aldgate. 


The only Establishment in London for the Double Distilled 
Anniseed and Doctor consigned by Messrs. Bromtomes, 
Shubacher, & Co, of Mannheim. 


OUIS BENJAMIN respectfully informs the Public that a Consignment 

of that delicious Cordial, called the PINK ALMOND NOYEAU, HAS 

JUST ARRIVED FROM MARTINIQUE, and is SOLD BY HIM ONLY. 

Also every description of FOREIGN and BRITISH SPIRITS. Kosner 

Wine to be had during the whole year; and may be had at 42, Seal Street, 
Liverpool. 


Country Orders executed to any part of England Free of Carriage. 


~ 


S NURSE, &c.—A Young Person, who perfectly understands Dress- 

making, wishes for a situation as Nurse, where there are two or three 
Children; or as Lady’s Maid. No objection to the Country. Directto A.5., 
31, Lower Berner’s Street, Commercial Road Fast. 


| 


| 24 & 132, Houndsditch, in the City of London. 


NEW CETY TEA WAREHOUSE 
HENRY MOSES, 
4,st. Mary Axe, Bishopsgate Street, 


Begs most respectfully to inform his Friends and the Public in general, that 
he has opened the above premises inthe Grocery TRADE. | 

In soliciting their patronage, H. M. assures them it shall be his constant 
endeavour to merit their entire confidence and a share of their commands, 
by personal attendance, and the superiority of the articles supplied. 


Families will find a Large and Choice Selection of Teas, Coffees, Pichles, &e, 
Rest Ceylon Coffee, Is, 


00d Strong Congou, 4s. per ib. 
Finest Imported, 4s. Sd. 5s. Fine Jamaica ditto, Is. 4d. 
Gienuine Hiyson, 4s.,4s. 8d., 5s. | Superioa Mocha ditto, Is. Sq. 


Silvery Pearl Gunpowder, 5s., 5s.6d.,6s. Moist Sugar,4d., 4}. 


Sparkling Loaf Sugar, 5d. 
Finest ditto Sid. 


Ilenry Moses, Wholesale and Retail Dealer in Teas, Coffees, Sugars, 
Fruits, §c., 4, St. Mary Aze. 
Parcels delivered Daily to all parts of Town and Country, within 50 miles, 
Carriage Free. 
Country Orders punctually attended to. 


Surzceon-Dentist, 
74, Charlotte Street, Fitzroy Square, London, 


AY be Consulted at his Establishment from. Nine to Six, daily, and, for 
the convenience of Country Patients, Mr. Albert attends on Sundays 
from Ten till Twelve o’clock. 
His system combines the latest improvements and economy, as will be 
found on referring to his list of charges. 


A Mineral Tooth, the best that can be made ‘ ‘ ;Z0 .6° 0 
A Set of Natural Teeth, mounted in Artificial Gums. ~ 10 10° 6 
Ditto Set of Natural Teeth, on fine Gold Plate ~ 10°59 8 
An entire Set of Natural or Terro-Metallic Teeth, highly 

finished in the first style, with fine Gold Sockets, usually 

Servants’ or Children’s Teeth Extracted or Filled, each js ae a 
Lotion and Tooth Powder for the Gums 


Decayed Teeth Filled, so as to prevent Tooth-ache, and to render Extraction 
unnecessary, 2s. 6d. : 
Mr. E. Atsert disclaims connection with any person advertising in the 
same name. 


74, Charlotte Street, Fitzroy Square. 


DR. FREUND 
EGS -most respectfully to inform his friends at the East-end of London, 
that, for their greater convenience, he may be consulted at 
MR. METZLER’S, 98, MINORIES, 
Every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, from 6 to 8 in the Evening. 
7, North Buildings, Finsbury Circus, London. 


Yirs. Commercial Boarding House 
24, Sluter Street (lale 14, Upper Newington), Liverpool. 


RS. E. returns thanks to her Friends, Commercial Travellers, and 
‘|. Strangers visiting Liverpool, for the very liberal support she has 


received, and trusts, by her unceasing efforts and attention, to insure a con- 
tinuance of their favours. 


Private Dining Rooms, if required, 
Board and Lodging. 


()\\ or TWO LADIES, of the Jewish Persuasion, can be accommodated 
with Board and Lodging, on Reasonable Terms. Application to be 
made to Mrs. MiLLinGEN, No. 40, Great Prescott Street, Goodman’s Fields. 


L*  fyotiens a respectable middle-aged Jewess, to attend on an infirm 
elderly Lady, and make herself generally useful in a small Jewish 
Family residing in the Country. Apply, by Letter (Pre-Paid), to Mr. 
Micnae., Chesham, Bucks. A Reference required. 


- 


Apprentices Wanted. 


YT7ANTED, Apprentices to the Cigar Business. Apply to Messrs. COHEN 
and PHILLtps, 27, Bury Street, St. Mary Axe. 


Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus Place, London 


/ Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No, 1, Cireus Place, London Wall, and published by 


Edward Ward, 54, Paternoster-row, and may be had, at the Jewish Chronicle, Offices, 
4 Friday, April 27, 1849. 
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